LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

instances this can best be done by removing
temptations or by putting individuals under
such circumstances that they can more readily
resist temptation, at times perhaps by the sub-
stitution of some innocent habit or custom to
take the place of the injurious one. Human
needs and desires are likely to secure some satis-
faction. It is wise to secure this satisfaction
with the least injury to society. In the attempt
to solve such questions we need to be especially
guarded against our prejudices, and it is usu-
ally found wise to pay close heed to the opinion
and judgment of people who have had so
direct experience that they may speak with
authority.

No better illustration can be found, perhaps,
than the question of the sale of beer and
light wines in the army canteen in the Philip-
pine Islands. Acting under the pressure of
public opinion, particularly of ardent tem-
perance reformers in the United States, Con-
gress in 1899 forbade such sale in the canteen
in the United States army, even in the Philip-
pine Islands. It is not the purpose here to